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Conclusions of the Seminar "EU-Iraq Relations: Vision and Prospects of Partnership"

Lecturer: Mr. Martin Huth, EU Ambassador to Iraq
Moderator: Ahmad Sami

Date: 25/11/2020

al-Rafidain Center for Dialogue RCD organized a seminar entitled "EU-Iraq Relations:
Vision and Prospects of Partnership”, on RCD's Sérgio Vieira de Mello Hall, hosting Mr. Martin
Huth, EU Ambassador to Irag. Mr. Huth reviewed EU's policy towards Iraq, stating that it has
two aspects, values and politics, because Iraq is one of EU's neighbors, and EU is affected by any
change that happens in Iraq, especially regarding the immigration issue. In addition, Mr. Huth
tackled EU's vision towards internal Iraqi issues, such as the importance of economic reform and
active political dialogue. With respect to regional issues, Mr. Huth stated that Iraq's position as a
buffer country helps it playing a constructive role that leads to prosperity. Finally, Mr. Huth
responded to questions and statements from the audience (several academic and intellectual
dignitaries from al-Najaf al-Ashraf city). The following are the most important conclusions of
the seminar:

1. EU's policy towards Irag emerges from the fact that it is one of its neighbors due to
technological developments of transportation and telecommunication, thus whatever
happens in Iraq would affect EU.

2. Waves of immigrants that reached EU in the last few years induce EU countries to think
about what would happen if the situation deteriorates in Iraq and Iragis have to immigrate,
especially on light of Irag's nearly 40-million population.

3. lIraqg's position as a buffer state between two regional powers, Iran and Arab countries,
enables it to practice positive neutrality and become a prosperous country that benefits
from good relations with its neighbors.

4. Iraq needs, internally, to hold national dialogue between all Iragis in order to rise after
decades of war and social schism, and EU is ready to support this dialogue out of
friendship.

5. EU backs Irag's efforts to hold elections in June 2021 by supporting the Independent High
Electoral Commission and subsidizing efforts to ensure the success of elections.
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6. Irag's economy needs comprehensive reform, and it cannot go on as such much longer.
The required reforms are painful, and those who have social influence should play their
role in convincing Iraqgi people of the necessity for adopting such reforms, on the light of
the distrust relationship between citizens and politicians.

7. Irag's need to develop career and technical education, because the future of youth is in the
hands of private sector that could thrive in the future.

8. Iragi government must adhere to transparency in budget formulation, in a way that provides
clear access to its expenses, which helps building trust with citizens.

9. Iragi government's White Paper is an important opportunity to achieve economic reform
and expand revenues; and it is not going to succeed unless there is a cooperation between
Iragi government and all those who are concerned with lIraq's future.

10.EU countries provided aid for Iraqg to help him face Covid-19 pandemic, and reports shows
Irag's high professional performance in this issue.

11.EU supports Iraqg, through UNESCO, in environmental and cultural projects, such as
heritage preservation efforts for the old cites in Basra and Mosul.
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